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TABULA  RASA
What is the actual goal of National Socialist dynamism,
whether disguised by the make-believe philosophy of the
moment or obscured by its immediate objectives? How do the
present 61ite themselves envisage the victory of their movement?
We may accept Hitler's reply: it is the victory of the re-
volutionary new order. But what is this new order? It is
simply action, whether conceived as a German social and
economic revolution or as a world revolution or, finally, as the
"eternal war" which many men in high places in the move-
ment consider to be the future condition of human society.
That war, however, is not the father but the destroyer of all
things, the destroyer of all order and all the things of the mind.
There is nothing that this destruction would spare. And noth-
ing will be taken over from the old order into a new one,
neither army nor church, neither the institutions of property
nor the elements of culture. Up to now, with a few exceptions,
the German revolution has spared the persons of the leaders of
the old order; it has not set them up against a wall, though in
the occupation of Austria there was a notable increase of
brutality in the treatment of the old leaders of society. But the
loss of influence of these leaders of the old order is not less than
if they had been removed by execution.
It is the essential task of every revolution to produce a tabula
rasat to make a clean sweep of the past political forces; but the
nihilist revolution of National Socialism sets out to destroy
everything that it cannot itself take over and convert to its own
pattern. This explains its Gleichschaltung or forcing into con-
formity of all elements of society and of every independent
activity, or else their total suppression. It explains why the
revolution ignores the very conceptions of a private sphere in
life and of legality. Even national customs and traditions,